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Francis Holland School, Sloane Square Alumni Association

Dear Alumni
We are delighted to be taking on the role as joint Chairmen of
the Francis Holland Old Girls’ Society. Both of us have a long
history with the School (Class of ’92), Anne having been in the
School since Reception and Audrey joining in Year 4. We have
many happy memories of our days here and are delighted that
Miss Maclaren, who bravely taught us Chemistry A Level, is still
teaching at Francis Holland School. We both have daughters
of our own, with Anne’s currently in the Junior School. It is a
huge honour to take on this role, and we are excited about what
this next season will bring for the OGS, and to be getting more
involved with the large and growing community of girls who
have been pupils of FHS.
A big welcome to Claire Brazer who joins the team as Alumni
Relations Officer. Her most important job is to understand from
all of you what the role of the Old Girls’ Society can, and should,
be. The recent survey that many of you completed is the first
step in understanding these needs. We have included a brief list
of the highlights from the survey on page 18 and will publish full
findings and the plans to bring them to life shortly. Thank you to
all of you who replied with your insights.
We wish our outgoing, and first ever, Alumni Relations Officer,
Alistair, the best of luck in his new job with the Honourable
Artillery Club. The 137th School Birthday this year was, as
always, a wonderful party and celebration of the continued
Chairmen’s Welcome
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success of Francis Holland School and all its pupils. This year’s
School Birthday Lunch will be held on Saturday March 2nd 2019.
This will be preceded by the Old Girls’ AGM and we very much
look forward to seeing many of you there, and we hope for
better weather!
We have always been proud of the facilities at the School and
this year, the new Centre for Creative Enterprise has officially
opened on the Morison Wing site, housing our Sixth Form. In
addition, the new Centre for Creative Learning has recently
opened providing a state-of-the-art library space. The Old Girls’
Society is proud to have donated the beautiful Fundraising
Tree, which will be situated in the roof top garden. This will
be covered in leaves recognising contributions by current and
former pupils, and their families, who continue to support the
school.
Finally, we want to extend our thanks, on behalf of all of you,
to Susannah Graham-Campbell for her four years of chairing
the FHS Old Girls’ Society. Susannah really brought to life what
being part of the Francis Holland community could be and she
steps down leaving a thriving Society.
We very much look forward to seeing you all at the 138th School
Birthday on the 2nd March, and so please do tell all your friends.
With best wishes,
Audrey Mitchell (née Wiggin) and Anne Cyron
Chairmen of Francis Holland Old Girls’ Society
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From the Headmistress
It is impossible to convey the spirit of the School in words and pictures alone. When I read the
brochures of other schools, the impression is always of vibrancy and talent. Only when you visit
Francis Holland – or better still, work here – do you discover that it is a very different place from
other institutions. There are two aspects: the first is the relationships amongst staff and between
staff and pupils; the second is the educational vision. The first makes FHS the happiest and best
place in the country to teach and to learn. The second provides a curriculum which prepares
young women for the real challenges of life and the workplace in the digital age in a way which,
we are constantly told by parents, is unique amongst London schools. These two facets are
perhaps the reason why our School roll continues to grow – up by 150 pupils in the last six years –
and why we have plans to expand the Senior School by another 150 over the coming five years.
The first development phase was our successful Building for the Future campaign which
enabled us to open two fabulous new buildings in the autumn of 2018 – the Centre
for Creative Enterprise in the former Morison building, and the Centre for Creative
Learning, essentially a beautiful new library and study area, in the courtyard behind
the Junior School. The building project itself was not without its complications and a
delay to the CCE meant that our Sixth Form spent the Summer Term rather stylishly
accommodated in a marquee on the playground. The stunning new library also overran
but we were honoured to welcome Sir Michael Morpurgo as our first guest in our
Centre for Creative Learning. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of parents
and alumni who have made this major development possible – and we are delighted to
announce that there will be further opportunity for being part of this most significant
development for many years.

Sixth Form
Centre for Creative Enterprise

The second phase is the fulfilment of six years of tenacious discussions with Grosvenor
Estate regarding a building (178 Ebury Street) which is adjoined to our property and
which used to be called The Old School House, linked to St Barnabas Church. It always
seemed absolutely right – and vital to the future of FHS – to bring this building into the
fold, and to my joy we have just sealed the deal. Currently this beautiful 19th century
building is home to a prestigious architects’ practice, and its three floors will undergo
an exciting transformation opening in the summer of 2020. So watch out for another
fundraising campaign which will give you the opportunity of sharing in the future of our
wonderful School and supporting generations to come.
The new focus I described last year is now fully established. Creativity, innovation and
enterprise encapsulate our emphasis on the skills and aptitudes needed for today's
society and workplace (let alone tomorrow’s). We are transforming our curriculum to
place what Professors Bill Lucas and Guy Claxton (see the book Educating Ruby which
every teacher in the School has read) call the Seven Cs at the centre of our education:
confidence, curiosity, collaboration, communication, creativity, commitment and
craftsmanship. These aptitudes are almost identical to those being called for by the CBI,
which is why they resonate with parents, many of whom work in business and finance.
Focusing on character and skills, these attitudes and skills develop the resilience which
is the single most important quality our girls will need. In an age when young people are
struggling with their mental health and girls are plagued by their perfectionism and fear
of failure, we should be building their sense of self-worth and their determination so
that they are not afraid to follow their dreams and use their gifts. Significantly, since we
have adapted our curriculum to develop these ideas, our examination results have risen
sharply, placing us in the top 80 schools in the country and in the top 25 girls’ schools,
with around 85% GCSE grades at A*/A or grades 9-7 and 84% of A level grades at A*-B.
What brings us such joy is that these outstanding results are obtained without the girls
feeling that they are all that give them value. They know they are loved and accepted
whatever they achieve, and this gives them the freedom to explore the creative side of
their nature and of our innovative curriculum.

Lucy Elphinstone with author
Sir Michael Morpurgo
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So what are these changes? Most Sixth Formers now take only three A levels (though
four is also perfectly possible) in order to pursue the Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ) so favourably viewed by Russell Group universities, and to enjoy the benefits of
our Enrichment Programme which offers a core of digital literacy, financial awareness,
first aid and self-defence, alongside electives in a range of academic subjects as well

as DIY (very popular!) and entrepreneurship. We now have
several entrepreneurs coordinated by our Link Entrepreneur,
Kim Abbott www.socialimpactinnovation.co.uk/ who provide
Innovation Sprints, comprising a phase of innovative business
research, value proposition canvases and business model
assessment. Our first entrepreneurs will soon be pitching their
business ideas to a panel where they will be expected to ‘sell’
their idea, introduce a prototype and comfortably discuss the
challenges they might expect as their concepts evolve into real
business potential. We have also joined the Tycoon in Schools
competition which is run by Dragon’s Den Peter Jones. Our
budding Year 8 entrepreneurs will be developing and selling a
product in the Spring Term and will be pitching for £500-£2000
pounds to do so. This money is given to us by the Peter Jones
Foundation and the lead teams from across the country are
invited to present at Buckingham Palace.
For girls of any year group, there is an Entrepreneur Drop-In
session every Monday lunchtime in the Centre for Creative
Enterprise. We will also be running a Francis Holland Business
Challenge for Years 9-U6 which will involve a social enterprise
concept where Enterprise and Arts will come together in the
form of an event, and we welcomed Jenny Campbell from
Dragon’s Den to deliver a wonderful assembly about the
importance of being bold, trying new things and taking risks.
In line with the exciting new Sixth Form Enrichment
Programme, Years 10 and 11 will also be dropping one and
a half compulsory GCSE subjects in order to benefit from
a range of core and elective enrichment courses. Besides
learning about essential political and philosophical ideas, they
will all take a course in IT competencies, called the European
Computer Driving Licence. A choice of elective courses will
be available which will give them a taste of Sixth Form study
as well as affording the opportunity to continue developing
the essential TIPS (Thinking Innovatively and Problem
Solving) skills that are such a vital part of the FHS curriculum.
Meanwhile, our excellent Stretch and Challenge Coordinator,
Allie Rinck, has been running our Changemaker project which
aims to activate a global network of social entrepreneurs,
innovators, business leaders, policy makers and activists to
build an 'Everyone a Changemaker world' at
https://www.changemakers.com/
Our Community Engagement is split into Engagement of
Charities, Engagement with Schools and Engagement with
Corporate Partners. Nick Dyson, Director of Creative
Enterprise, oversees all programmes and Will Galloway, Head
of Outreach, manages our charity fundraising and

Centre for
Creative Learning

partnerships. Our liaison with St Barnabas Primary School
and Chelsea Academy grows and strengthens. Pupils from St
Barnabas enjoy creative writing classes with our Librarian in
FHS and many of our Sixth Form girls support the pupils in
their classes in literacy and maths, as well as teaching them
Latin and debating. Our partnership with Chelsea Academy is
also developing well; our Year 9 exchange with Hewitt School
in New York is now an established feature, and our overseas
link with Mvumi School in Tanzania promises to provide
wonderful opportunities for mutual cultural and academic
learning, as well as scope for visits by staff and pupils. On 3rd
November we hosted the annual Beanstalk Bookfest in which
almost 500 junior school pupils from disadvantaged
backgrounds came with their teachers to hear talks by various
notable authors. Michael Rosen, the Children’s Laureate,
gave a fabulous talk to the volunteer readers in attendance
and every child was given perhaps their first ever book to
take home. This outreach is central to our aims. Our Bursary
Fund is being increasingly supported by parents who share
our wish to extend our amazing education to girls who could
never afford it, and we would love our Old Girls' to consider
ways in which they can support both our enterprise and
bursary programmes through, perhaps, scholarships and work
experience opportunities. In the same way, we are seeking
corporate sponsorship from businesses keen to support our
unique vision.
As if all this activity were not enough, our sport, drama,
art and music departments are all thriving. Our teams and
elite athletes enjoy extraordinary success for a school our
size, whilst our chamber choir has been singing evensong to
great acclaim in some of the most renowned cathedrals and
churches around the country. Do try to hear them join with
FHS Regent’s Park on February 4th in St. Paul’s! Last January
we had our theatrical West End debut with a stunning musical,
The Snow Queen (see Page 16), and in February we will again
wow the audience with Singin’ in the Rain at The Shaftesbury
Theatre.
As I said, it is impossible to convey the vibrancy, energy and
happiness of the School in this report. Please come to visit us.
We also want to support you in all your own enterprises and
endeavours, so do keep in touch and I hope we will have the
great pleasure of seeing many of you in the coming year.

Centre for Creative Learning

Lucy Elphinstone
Headmistress
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Travel Fund Report

Alumna MoeTakenoshita visited Bangladesh in 2018
This year, two grants were awarded from the Old Girls’ Travel
Fund. Moe and Anna detail how they used these grants to help
fund their reseach and charity trips.

global population still did not have access to safe drinking
water and ensuring ‘availability and sustainable management
of water and sanitation for all’ is Goal 6 of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

moe takenoshita

Bangladesh is one of the few places in the world with
naturally high groundwater arsenic contamination. As the use
of tube wells increased, prevalence and severity of arsenic
poisoning escalated to the point where the WHO declared
a public health emergency in 2000. To gain an insight into
how the country addressed this epidemic, I followed a joint
research team headed by Cambridge University and ICDDR,B
(International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research,
Bangladesh), measuring arsenic levels in the ground water of
rural Bangladeshi communities, and developing methods of
improving local water quality and use.

(Class of 2016)

Improving water supply is a particular priority in developing
countries and last summer I visited Bangladesh for two weeks
to investigate how the country tackled this challenge. The
trip was an opportunity for me to expand my current medical
degree beyond the course material, to examine health in a
larger context, and in a completely different environment.
Healthcare systems in developing counties are of course very
different to the healthcare systems that my degree is centred
around. As I aspire to work in global health, visiting Bangladesh
and investigating the different health demands, priorities
and strategies they use with their given resources was a very
unique opportunity to build on my education in ways that
would not be possible otherwise.
I did not choose to investigate water contamination specifically
because I was interested in water quality. As a developing
country, one of the most fundamental determinants of health
that the country struggles with is water quality and I wanted
to observe how they tackled this in terms of communicable
and non-communicable disease control. Particularly given the
local climate and the refugee crisis, I thought it would be an
interesting topic to investigate as a ‘case study’ or sample of
how the country’s health system works.
Water accessibility and quality is a major determinant of public
health. Poor water quality can spread infectious diseases, such
as cholera and rotavirus, as well as non-infectious diseases
including arsenic and lead poisoning. In 2015, 29% of the
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The Ganges Delta in Bangladesh and India is also unique
in being the origin of the majority of the world’s cholera
epidemics. Bangladesh is one of the few non-African countries
where the disease is endemic, with approximately 110,000
cases per year in 2008-2012. Through large city, district and
community hospital visits, interviews with village health
workers and experts at the national Institute of Epidemiology,
Disease Control and Research (IEDCR) and ICDDR,B, I learnt
how communicable diseases like cholera were controlled
with limited resources and infrastructure. An interdisciplinary
strategy was paramount. Given the severe shortage of
physicians (0.47 per 1,000) and the strong influence of
local figures of authority such as imams and community
representatives, the country depended heavily on community
engagement to target domestic hygiene, sanitary and cultural
practices and health-seeking behaviour to improve public
health. Their evidence-based policy-making also targeted
education, medical and water supply infrastructure as well as
clinical practice. In addition, the Rohingya refugee crisis

brought further urgent public health concerns. There are
particular fears of a cholera outbreak. Speaking to experts, the
regional WHO and UNICEF offices in Cox’s Bazaar, I gained an
insight into the complex relationship between host, refugee
and international partners in tackling these issues. I learnt the
logistical, political and sociocultural barriers to an effective
health sector response.
My experience in Bangladesh has been truly eye-opening. I
aspire to join Médecin Sans Frontières in the future and having
evaluated the strategies used in Bangladesh, I hope to build on
their merits, learn from their shortfalls, and identify possible
ways to address them in my future career. I cannot thank the
donors enough for making this transformative experience
possible.
Ali M, Nelson AR, Lopez AL, Sack DA. Updated global
burden of cholera in endemic countries. PLoS Negl Trop Dis.
2015;9(6):e0003832. Published 2015 Jun 4. doi:10.1371/
journal.pntd.0003832
CIA World Factbook, 2015

Moe's trip to Bangladesh provided her
with valuable insight into disease causation

anna ohrling (Class of 2008)

Alumna Anna Ohrling travelled to Bangalore following her studies in Sustainability and Social Innovation
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I’d like to tell you a little about an incredible, eye-opening
trip I was able to take to Bangalore, India. This trip was only
made possible through the generosity and kindness of others,
including FHS. I cannot thank you enough.
Towards the end of my Master’s in Sustainability and Social
Innovation at HEC Paris, I wanted to travel to India to meet
some incredible organisations and people fighting for a fairer,
better world. One of the biggest challenges our generation
will face will be population explosion. Growing economies
and fairer societies whilst also using significantly fewer
resources will require previously unseen cooperation,
innovation and passion. India is facing this issue already, and
is investing huge amounts into sustainability and the CSR
sector to find solutions. I wanted to meet some of these
people. Having attended Francis Holland School from the age
of 11 to 18, after which I went to the University of Oxford, I
know first-hand how important it is to receive a great
education as a girl and a young woman. Fighting for a world
in which more girls have access to education is a personal
passion of mine. I met with entrepreneurs, women and girls
in Bangalore to hear how the worlds of education and
sustainability are absolutely linked. A few specific visits were

changed the lives of millions of children.

Discussing how girls can be the next
generation's environmental ambassadors
changed the lives of millions of children. A totally different
experience, but just as memorable, was our meeting with
a social impact accelerator in Bangalore: Make Sense. We
heard about how we might be able to educate girls to be
the next generations ambassadors against plastic waste in
India, how household waste could be turned into playgrounds for children (free play leads to increased creativity
- a skill which will be undeniably important to future
generations) as well as from the Textile Exchange, who told
us about how important women are to the future of
Organic and Fair Trade cotton. Changing the world is not
going to be an easy task. But it is the task that our
generation has been given. Meeting the men and women
in India who are already trying was inspirational to say
the least. We’ve created connections that will enable us
to work together one day. For this, I want to thank FHS for
their support, both through the Old Girls Travel Fund, but
more importantly through the wonderful education I was
given as a girl and young woman.

Non-profit organisation Akshaya Patra
especially memorable. We visited Akshaya Patra (above) a
non-profit organisation who feeds 1.7 million school children
for free, every single day. They knew that if children could not
eat healthy, good food for free in schools, they simply would
stop going. Their mission is to ensure food access to every
child in India who wants to go to school and is unable to afford
to buy food. From this, they’ve created some of the worlds
most efficient and advanced mass kitchens and operations.
The brilliant work that they have done at Akshaya Patra has

Food markets in Bangalore

Submissions for the next travel fund
The deadline for this year’s travel fund is 24th April 2019. The fund helps former students who seek to broaden their education and
experience by travelling abroad. Previous winners have travelled to Christmas Island for a one-month medical elective and volunteered
in Sri Lanka’s mental health sector through the organisations SLV and Samutthana. The grants awarded cover up to 25% of the total
amount needed. See the online network for full details: alumni.fhs-sw1.org.uk/news/travel-fund
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From the Digital

Archives
1919
(100 years ago)
The Graham Street School
Magazine: “At five minutes to
11 on November 11th, 1918,
Graham Street School was,
to all outward appearance,
calmly and quietly at work.
There was, however, an
undercurrent of excitement
owing to certain rumours.
Suddenly, at 11 o’clock, the
maroons sounded. They were
followed almost at once by
the School fire-alarm bell,
which brought the whole
School in a state of frenzied
excitement down into the
hall. There were just a few
to whom the combination of
maroons and fire-bell spelt
“air-raid,” but their fears
were soon banished. Miss
Morison told us that the
Armistice had been signed
at 5 o’clock in the morning.
Then we all said the” General
Thanksgiving,” and Miss
Morison read some prayers.
Many of us were unable to
control our emotions. Full
of new strange feelings we
sang “Te Deum” and “God
save the King,” and the
reality of the moment was
brought home to us by the
fact that we did not sing the
second verse of the National
Anthem, which speaks of
“scatter his enemies.” After
this Miss Morison allowed
the Upper School to go
round to Buckingham Palace.
Flags were already flying
from almost every window
along the streets, and were
being sold at certain corners
for fabulous prices; almost
everyone wore some token
of patriotism. At the Palace
was gathered an immense
enthusiastic crowd of men,
women, and children. While
waiting for the King to appear
they sang songs of 1914, and

popular tunes of the day.
When he at last came out on
the balcony with the Queen
and other notable people,
the cheering was deafening.
The band, which played all
the National Anthems of the
Allies, and one or two hymns,
could scarcely be heard at
first for the shouts of the
crowd. The King spoke a few
words and was called back
again and again after leaving
the balcony. Everyone went
quite mad in her efforts to
express just a little of what
she felt. It seemed almost
impossible that our dreams
were true; that Right had
triumphed over Might,
and that the plunderers of
Belgium, France, and the
Balkans had been conquered
by the gallantry of the men of
the Allies.

1994 Geography field trip to Mendip
nearly four hundred guests,
and we made a profit for the
Katherine Low Settlement
of just under £350, which
was a little more than we
estimated. The Tombola
made almost a third of this,
and we are very grateful to
all the Old Girls and Staff who
gave so generously to help us
in this.

1944

(75 years ago)
Old Girls’ Society leaflet:
“Foundation Day was
saddened by Miss Warner’s
absence. We realised then
how much her faith in
Graham Street had added to
the day. Six of us went to an
early Celebration in the
Vestry Chapel of Christchurch,
Westminster, and on to a
select and delightful breakfast
party at the Army and Navy
Stores. About 40 people
turned up at Townsend House
in the afternoon and we all
thought it was an excellent
place for our party.”

1969

(50 years ago)
School Magazine: “The Canon
Ball was held at Hurlingham
Club on Tuesday, 15th April,
and seems to have been a
great success. There were

area, in relation to its types
of farming. Collecting data
consisted of walking up
mountainous hills, wrestling
with nettles along ancient
muddy public footpaths and
confronting huge herds of
cows. This was not an easy
task when the cows seemed
to take a great interest in why
one is digging holes in the
middle of their field, adding
water and testing its ph.
The highlight of the trip was
definitely any opportunity for
munching endless amounts of
crisps, chocolate and biscuits,
all with the excuse to increase
our energy and boost us up
the steep relief (to Geography
teacher Mr. Ferriman’s
horror).”

2009

Above painting by Louisa
Dunlop featured in the
No. 72 edition of the
School Magazine.

(10 years ago)
Chips and Sparks Magazine:
“The school playground plays
many roles. Although it is just
a layer of tarmac, with white
and yellow lines marking
where we can go in sports, it
has its secrets. The years that
have gone past have shown
how we love to play around
on it: our noisy feet tapping
the ground, the screams and
shouts of children.”
Tilly Eno, Year 5

(25 years ago)
The Francis Holland School
Magazine: Geography Field
Trip. "On a sunny June day
we set off to study the soils
and relief of the Mendip

“We were extremely
fortunate that during Book
Week we had a fascinating
visit from award-winning
author and illustrator, Lauren
Child. In 2005 she was
shortlisted for the Children's
Book of the Year award."

1994
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News & FHS Memories
1940-1969
Elizabeth Clarke (née Ivimy)
(1958)
There has been much commemoration
of 2018 this year. In June I was
privileged to be the guest of honour
at an important event hosted by the
National Library of Israel in Jerusalem,
which marked the centenary of the work
of my late husband’s grandfather. Major
Orme Clarke, CBE, was almost singlehandedly responsible for setting up the
modern legal system in Israel, then the
British Occupied Territory of Palestine.
His framework remains largely the
constitution of the state of Israel today.
Much of the knowledge of his work
comes from the letters he wrote home
to his wife Elfrida Roosevelt, and I was
able to gift these papers to the National
Library as they are a part of the modern
history of Israel. In due course they will
be made available on-line.
Otherwise, life goes on. I am secretary of
the PCC of my church in Bayswater, and
am blessed with three grandchildren,
aged two years, twelve months, and one
month.
Dana Gillespie
(1963)
Henrietta Mahaffy (Usherwood), with
whom I had lunch last month, said I
should write something for the Old
Girls’ Newsletter. So I shall now give you
a potted history just before I leave for
Belgium for some gigs with my Blues
Band.
I was born in 1949 and was originally
known as Richenda Gillespie. When
I arrived at the school in 1959 I told
everyone to call me Dana as I said I was
going to be famous when grown-up
and did not want the family name of
Richenda to be used: my great-greatgreat-great grandmother was Elizabeth
Fry, who was a social reformer and
philanthropist who was elected to go on
the £5 note (removed from circulation in
2017), and this name is meant to be only
used in this family.
I left FHS to go for one year to a stage
school but by 1964 was making my
first records and writing my own songs.
Since then I have made over 65 albums
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Susannah Graham-Campbell with sister Sarah Bardswell on the steps of
39 Graham Terrace
and still tour the world, either singing
the Blues or singing music in Sanskrit
which is another of my loves. I was the
original Mary Magdalene in the London
stage show of Jesus Christ Superstar. My
whole career was in many ways thanks
to my FHS music teacher, Miss Muriel
Ashby, as I was the only one allowed to
learn and play jazz in the practice rooms!
A first in the school!! I was absolutely
delighted that both Miss Ashby and
Miss Scrivenor came to see me perform
as Mary at the Palace Theatre in 1972.
I later joined the National Theatre
to perform in The Tempest with Sir
John Gielgud as well as appearing in
several Hammer films that are now cult
status, dressed in revealing chamois
leather cave girl outfits. Not to be taken
seriously but a lot of fun! I ran the
Mustique Blues Festival for 20 years and
now travel the world either with the
London Blues Band or singing and talking
on ecological and spiritually uplifting
subjects, although I consider Blues music
to be extremely uplifting too. I intend to
keep going till my voice or body give out
but at the moment both are going strong
with loads of concerts to look forward
to! I so loved my time at FHS and have
nothing but golden memories and all

my class mates will be friends till we’re
pushing up daisies, which is how it should
be. I feel honoured to have had such
golden times and friendships from FHS. I
have always followed my dream of music
and am so grateful that the schooling I got
at FHS was exactly what I needed to give
me the confidence to believe in myself,
which is half the battle for many young
people.
Susannah Graham-Campbell (née Rowan)
(1963)
As you will see Anne Cyron and Audrey
Mitchell (née Wiggin) have kindly agreed
to take over from me as joint Chairmen of
the Old Girls’ Society. They are a great
duo and will be brilliant. An old
photograph (above) taken in the ‘50’s
shows my sister Sarah Bardswell (née
Rowan) and me on the steps of 39 Graham
Terrace with our much loved bull terrier.
Sarah went on to become Head Girl.
Jane Orr ( née Dorman)
(1969)
In January and February Jane Orr (née
Dorman) spent six weeks at sea in a tall
ship belonging to the Jubilee Sailing Trust.
This meant that the crew of 50, including
many with physical disabilities: a
paraplegic and two blind people, two crew

with loss of hearing and a lady who had
had a heart-lung transplant and two
kidney transplants. We sailed from New
Zealand to the Falklands via Cape Horn.
We were not passengers, we all took
turns helming the ship, and those able to
do so climbed the rigging when sails tore
in the force 11 winds we encountered.
It was brilliant - next year I am sailing
again, but this time in the Caribbean!
In September a group from my year met
for lunch at Kettner’s Townhouse - a
former brothel in Soho! They looked
after us wonderfully, and ignored the
fact we stayed chatting for ages after the
coffee was cleared.

1970-1980

1981-1990

Georgina Stanley (née Grimm)
(1976)
I cannot remember when I last
sent in news. I have been married
to Martin Stanley for 36 years and
we have four children. Three are
married and we have three tiny
grandchildren! We spend our time
between a small house in Battersea
and a house by the sea in Dorset.
Lucy Berry (née Hamilton) and I are
trying to organise a FHS reunion for
our year in approximately May 2019.
Anyone who was in the same year as
Lucy or I are very welcome to join in!
Email georgina@merricott.com

Anantini (Tinge) Krishnan
(1987)
My film entitled ‘Been So Long’ (I directed
it) premiered at the London Film festival.
It received a BIFA nominaion and is now
screening on Netflix.

1991-2000
Sophie Voelker (née Brandram)
(1999)
Humphrey and I were delighted to have a
son, Maximillian Walter Voelcker (pictured
below) on 4th February 2018!

Jane Orr with Falkland’s widow Catherine Dent,
and below, up on the rigging!

Maximillian was born in
February 2018
Don’t forget to join the alumni
network. It’s the best way of keeping
in touch with classmates and staff
from across the globe!
Just visit alumni.fhs-sw1.org.uk
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2001-2010
Camilla Morgan (née Blake)
(2007)
This year I moved to Perth, Scotland and
then got married in August in St. Paul’s
Cathedral, Dundee.
Brigitta Van Bilderbeek
(2001)
My passion to empower women
motivated me to translate my career
in the Creative Arts, Fashion and Music
industries to a non-profit women’s
charity called the Wonder Foundation.
I felt a sense of responsibility as a
citizen of the UK and the wider world
community to be a part of the solution to
the problems women and girls are faced
with in less fortunate circumstances.
Wonder is an exciting small charity, run
by four women from The Baytree Centre
in Brixton. I saw how a few determined
women could make an incredible
impact on the world in only five years
and it stole my heart. The Wonder
Foundation’s core belief is simple: to give
women and girls, in some of the most
challenging environments in the world,
a chance to raise their aspirations and
more importantly break the cycle of
poverty by enabling them through the
greatest superpower we have available
- EDUCATION.
The Wonder Foundation’s work falls
into two categories. Supporting local,
sustainable education projects in the UK
and worldwide by sharing knowledge and
expertise, and helping secure funding
through donations and grants. Secondly,
amplifying the voices of their partners,
and wider issues surrounding female

Brigitta Van Bilderbeek performs with her jazz quintet at the Wonder Ball
disadvantage, to influence policy
and improve access to good quality
education across the world. Most of
our projects, which span 17 countries,
give women and girls an education in a
relevant trade and support them into
their first job.
This education is accompanied by an
invaluable mentorship program that
helps women address the practical
barriers and obstacles to get into their
first job and develop their potential as
individuals.
The Wonder Ball 2018 was the third
annual ball hosted in London in aid of
these projects. It was my honour to
perform with my jazz quintet and host
the evening events which included a
raffle draw and a fast-paced live auction.
I wrote and gave a speech about how
Wonder changes lives in the most
positive of ways and introduced guest
speaker Lilian Banegas, whom Wonder
has helped out of poverty. Lilian went
from selling whatever she could on the

Students at FPTI schools divide
time equally between classroom and industry
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streets of Honduras to help support
her family, to catering for HRH Queen
Elizabeth!
This year I will also be visiting our
projects in the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) and the Philippines. After
the conflict in the 1990s, the DRC began
to rebuild and recover.
Education and health are both central
to improving the lives of DRC’s citizens,
which is why we support three projects:
one training nurses to save lives, one
supporting young women to gain skills
and experience for careers in catering
and hospitality, and another supporting
school children to progress to further
study.
The situation for DRC’s children is bleak,
with roughly one in ten children not
living to see their fifth birthday. Welltrained nurses and midwives have a key
role in saving these children’s lives, and
many more. Saving 100 lives per week is
the minimum target for most nurses and
midwives in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, so sponsoring a nurse’s
qualification results is tangible progress.
Young people represent 70% of the
Congo’s population; however, with high
levels of poverty and few education
opportunities, jobs and no skills, many
turn to risky informal labour. Regular
community consultation has identified
good paid work as being key to resolving
the social and economic issues faced by
young people. The Wonder Foundation’s
training courses combine high-quality
classroom teaching and industry work
experience to support young women
in gaining the skills, knowledge, and
confidence to earn a good wage in job
roles that they can progress in.

Young women in DRC want to be
educated, gain skills and be able to
support their families to lift themselves
out of poverty. Kimbondo Training
Centre, on Kinshasa’s periphery, is the
only significant education and training
provider in the area, and the only
one with strong links to industry and
employment opportunities. The project
offers vital opportunities to empower
women who are otherwise at significant
risk of marginalisation.
Foundation for Professional Training
Incorporated (FPTI) operate schools
across Manila, Cebu and Calabarzon to
help women and girls from poor families
gain skills in hospitality, management
and business leading to higher quality
employment. Students at FPTI schools
divide their studies equally between
the classroom and working in industry,
which ensures their employability. In
fact, the schools boast a 98% graduate
employment rate and many students are
even offered jobs before graduation.

are facilities for the next generation
of students. The school is currently
working to upgrade and expand its
facilities through a building programme,
increasing their annual capacity from
120 to 250 students.

While studying, students also receive
one-to-one mentoring which means
that they are supported through the
huge changes they undergo in their
quest to become excellent professionals,
while balancing studies with their home
lives and families’ need for financial
support. The course and subsequent
employment can then have a real impact
on the student’s family, enabling her to
fund the education of younger family
members and even help to lift her
relatives out of poverty.
Wonder is also working with FPTI’s
Anihan Technical School to ensure there

We believe that women don’t just need
to survive; they deserve to thrive and
help their families break the cycle of
poverty. Female education is the single
most important factor in ending intergenerational poverty. I am looking
forward to seeing where these journey
across the globe with Wonder take me,
bringing with me the self-confidence
and respect that I gained whilst
educated in such a supportive and caring
environment like that of Francis Holland.
I hope to come to Francis Holland and
share my experiences with the girls and
show them what they have the potential

Wonder’s project provides culinary
and hospitality training

Students gain skills in hospitality and management

to do: to change the world!
Lucinda Blake
(2002)
I have had a brilliant year, becoming a
Godmother to little Aris at a Greek
Orthodox baptism in June, seeing my
lovely sister Camilla get married in
Dundee in August and passing out as a
Captain of the Royal Army Medical Corps
in October, after some challenging weeks
of training. My great friend Jessica
Chichester braved the cold to attend my
pass out parade at the Royal Military
Academy in Sandhurst, which was one
of the most special moments of my life.
I am now attached to a field hospital
in London and amusingly appear to
have doubled the Army’s contingent of
Haematologists! I am looking forward
to the new challenges my new role as a
reservist will bring but still continue as a
full time doctor in the NHS.

Lucinda Blake's pass-out
parade in Sandhurst
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Careers Champions
As with every year, we have welcomed a number of
alumni back to support our careers programmes.
Dubbed 'Careers Champions', volunteers have spoken
at evening events, hosted workshops and provided
much-needed careers advice to girls. There are many
ways to get involved, including:

Maximillian Walter
Voelcker, on 4th
February 2018!

!2018d

We are always looking for alumni to support our ever-growing careers
programme. There are many ways to get involved, including:

•running a stand at our annual Careers Fair
•offering to give a work experience placement
•presenting an assembly or discussion group with girls
•hosting a subject-specific workshop for pupils
•providing interview experience for Sixth Formers
•speaking at a University of Higher Education Evening
•mentoring individual girls
•speaking at a lecture programme for Sixth Form pupils.

•
running a stand at our annual Careers Fair
•
offering to give a work experience placement
•
presenting an assembly or discussion group with girls
•
hosting a subject-specific workshop for pupils
•
providing interview experience for Sixth Formers
•
speaking at a University of Higher Education evening
Amy Smith,
Miranda
Ostler and Isabel Kunzl-Tacchi, above, spoke at our Sixth Form Information Evening in the Autumn
• Alumnae
mentoring
individual
girls
Term to Year 11 pupils. They spoke of their time developing leadership qualities, and discussed how their academic and
co-curricular choices benefitted them to succeed in their current career paths.
The Autumn Term also saw alumna Venetia Archer exhibit at
the school careers fair where she spoke about her role as CEO
of a digital beauty concierge.
Francis Holland School is running a lecture programme in the
Spring Term for our Sixth Form pupils.
We are looking for anyone with experience in these fields:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Sciences
Languages
IT/Technology
Business /Finance
Creative arts
Performing arts
Conservation
Property and industry

The aim of the programme is to engage pupils, particularly those in the Lower Sixth, in their chosen career path or subjects of
interest. Please email alumni@fhs-sw1.org.uk if you are able to take part.
Alumnae Alice Beddows and Bella Charlton (pictured above, both from 2017’s Head Girls’ Team) discussed the highs (and lows!)
of their first year at university at a Higher Education Evening hosted in the Spring Term. Here, they imparted a great deal of
knowledge to the Sixth Form girls.
During the Spring Term, a STEM presentation was given by Alice Moss, a current student of Mechanical Engineering, who was
joined by alumna and medical student, Laylan Salih. Alice gave great insight into the world of STEM, encouraging our girls to
explore this area further.

Your Next Steps

No matter how much, or little, time you have to spare, we would love you to get involved.
1. Please email alumni@fhs-sw1.org.uk to express your interest and tell us more about your career to date
2. Join one (or more) career groups online: https://alumni.fhs-sw1.org.uk/clubs
3. Complete an online career biography for our pupils to read at https://alumni.fhs-sw1.org.uk/announcements
We will then keep in touch and let you know of upcoming events and requests from FHS students.
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Development
Our Building for the
Future Campaign is almost complete
And we have so much to show for it! The building work within this campaign includes:
• The Centre for Creative Enterprise which offers a brand new
teaching and collaboration space, seminar rooms and a large
common room, especially for the Sixth Form.

• The Burman Wellbeing Suite which hosts Place2Be and
two further counsellors who now offer full-time support
to our girls throughout the week.

• The Brankovic Fitness Suite with state-of-the-art Technogym
equipment, offering fantastic benefits for Sixth Formers and
staff, based in the Centre for Creative Enterprise.

Burman
Wellbeing Suite
• The Kanwar Technology Suite with computers, a 3D
printer allowing girls to print their own designs, and six
Lego Mindstorm robotics kits which bring computer
science to life using programming languages.

The Brankovic Fitness Suite

Brankovic Fitness Suite
• The Centre for Creative Learning, which is now bursting at
the seams with books, providing an inspiring and innovative
library space for reading and studying.
• The Jo Manoukian Performing Arts Studio, complete with a
sprung floor, ballet barres and curtains over the mirrors to
be used for both dance and drama.

Jo Manoukian Performing Arts Studio

The Jo Manoukian Performing Arts StudioThe
Kanwar Technology Suite
Kanwar Technology Suite
We couldn’t have done any of this without the support
of our wider School community and we want to use this
opportunity to say thank you. Thank you to those of you
who have donated over the years to the Building for the
Future campaign. Thank you to those of you whose
parents supported us both financially and in assisting our
plans. And thank you to those of you who - as students
in our School whilst the building was going on - diligently
carried on with your work despite all that was happening
around you. It is thanks to all of you that we are nearing
the time when we will be able to showcase what we have
achieved and what the School now looks like, which may
be rather different from when you were here!
Should you want to find out any more about the campaign
or to be involved in events that will take place over the
next year, please do contact development@fhst.org.uk.
We would be delighted to show you around and tell you
more about what we do.
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Events
Music Workshop for
FHS Girls

It was a pleasure to welcome alumna Juliet
Lawson (Class of 1968) back to Francis Holland
in March to lead a music workshop for our Year
10 and 11 music students. As a professional
musician, Juliet spent the afternoon listening
to the girls’ work and giving constructive and
positive feedback on their compositions. She
was also able to play a number of her own
songs to the girls to demonstrate how different
ideas and events have inspired her creative
process. The girls were interested to see some
of her handwritten scores and hear about how
the music industry has changed so much since
her early days as a musician. Juliet is currently
in the process of making a documentary and
we look forward to seeing the final version!

Leavers’ Reception 2018
On the evening of Thursday 20th September, we
gathered to celebrate our pupils’ achievements at
our annual Prize-Giving Ceremony. The event was
a wonderful celebration of the 2017/18 academic
year. As well as the traditional awarding of prizes,
we were treated to music, ballet, ballroom dancing
and drama performances.
The evening began with a beautiful musical
performance by our Scholars’ Ensemble, and an
address by Marie Winckler, Chair of Governors.
Headmistress Lucy Elphinstone thanked the
parents, teachers and governors for their support
over the last year, and congratulated the girls on
their achievements, including the excellent results
achieved at GCSE and A Level. Mrs Elphinstone
then introduced our guest speaker, Liz Earle MBE
(pictured top right), who congratulated every prize
winner as they went on stage to collect their cups
and books.
We also enjoyed a captivating ballet performance
by Lina of ‘Arabian Divertissement’ from Act II
of George Balanchine’s 1954 production of The
Nutcracker, whilst three of our Drama pupils
performed a scene from Dealer’s Choice by Patrick
Benj Pasek and Justin Paul, which was arranged by
former pupil Daisie Sitlani (Class of 2018).
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The Class of 2018 was invited back to a celebratory drinks reception
afterwards to meet with former teachers and pupils before heading off to
University. We look forward to welcoming them back into our wider FHS
alumni community for many years to come.

137th Birthday Drinks
To celebrate the School’s 137th Birthday we were delighted to welcome
over eighty alumni to the Old Girls’ Drinks Reception on 1st March.
Having demonstrated their resilience (instilled from their time at FHS!)
by braving the freezing conditions of Storm Emma, our former pupils,
staff and friends enjoyed a wonderful evening in the school hall. Guests
represented all decades from the 1950's up to 2017’s recent leavers. It
was great to see all our alumni sharing memories from their years at
Francis Holland with new-found friends and past peers.
The highlight of the evening was the unveiling of a portrait of Canon
Holland and its accompanying plaque. The portrait was kindly donated
by Canon Holland’s great-granddaughter, Anthea Warde, restored
thanks to the generosity of the Old Girls’ Society. We were honoured to
have two of Canon Holland’s direct descendants (and alumni) as guests
for the evening! The portrait hangs in the main stairwell where it takes
pride of place.
Other guests attending included reunion groups celebrating their 20th
and 30th anniversaries of leaving FHS, as well as former Headmistress,
Stephanie Pattenden. Many alumni had not been back to FHS for many
years and so it was a pleasure to be able to welcome them once again.
It was especially heart-warming to hear stories from those who had
flown in from Europe and America to join us for the evening.
Additional entertainment included a fun photo booth and archival
documents and photos from the school’s records which were on
display. We were also pleased to launch our Career Champion project to
encourage alumni to join us as mentors to our Sixth Form girls; several
alumni were so enthused by the idea that they signed up straight away.
We would welcome any others who may be interested to get in touch.
Many thanks to all those who attended. We look forward to inviting
alumni to future events soon.

Higher Education Talk
In April 2018 we were delighted to welcome three
alumnae to FHS to speak to Lower Sixth students
about their university experiences. Priya (Class of
1988), Alice and Bella (both Class of 2017) gave
insight into a range of topics relating to higher
education. Priya, who is Director of the London
Office of the University of Southern California,
spoke about her time at an American university
and then detailed the differences between
American and British universities and the process
for applying to study in America. Alice and Bella
discussed their experiences at university as well
as giving practical advice on how to approach
researching and applying for universities. After
the talk, all three alumnae were inundated with
questions from eager Sixth Formers looking to
find out more. If you would like to take part in
a talk, or provide support to our university and
career programmes, do get in touch by emailing
alumni@fhs-sw1.org.uk.
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The Snow Queen
Performed at
The Shaftesbury Theatre, West End

On Sunday 28th January 2018, FHS took to the West End for a one-off performance of The Snow Queen in the prestigious
Shaftesbury Theatre. Hans Christian Andersen’s classic tale tells the story of a brave girl, Gerda, who goes in search of her
brother, Karl who has been taken by the cold-hearted Snow Queen. This particular adaption by Winifred Palmer set to
music by Grieg highlights the fantastical elements of the original fairytale, whereby the audience are introduced to
singing flowers, dancing crows and a haughty reindeer.
The chance to take to the stage in such a grand and historic venue made the opportunity to perform a classic play even
more special for the pupils involved. As soon as the curtain rose, the girls performed with an incredible energy and joy that
you’d never have known there had been a few pre-performance nerves backstage! Headmistress Lucy Elphinstone said:
“This wonderful tale of love and courage has been brought alive by this talented cast under the inspiring direction of
Matthew Rowlands-Roberts and Helen Vickery. We were so excited to take it to the West End. What a triumph!”
Well done to all the girls involved for such a wonderful performance. Thanks too, to the staff members at both the
School and the Theatre whose hard work ensured that the evening was such a success.
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Upcoming

News from the

Events

Network

Old Girls’
Birthday
Lunch
S������� 2�� M���� 2019

All Old Girls' are welcome to attend the AGM at
12.00 noon and a drinks reception at 12.15pm,
which will be followed by a lunch (£15) in the Hall
at 1pm. Book tickets at
birthdaylunch2019.eventbrite.co.uk
RSVP by 15th February.
Please see your enclosed invitation for more
information.

Travel Prize

O�� G����’ S����� 2018

In the Autumn Term the Old Girls’ Committee requested a survey to
go out to all members to assess how best to plan for the next five
years. 'Sharing news of alumni' was deemed the most important
purpose of the Old Girls’ Committee, closely followed by 'connecting
former classmates.' 'Seeing former school mates' was the top
motivational reason for attending events.
Weekday evenings were the most popular time to attend an event
and most, 66%, would be interested in attending a reunion spanning
five years. The majority of alumni don’t meet up with their year
group outside of school events. 44% (the majority) of alumni who
responded to the survey live in London.

FHS N�� �� I��������

Keep up to date with all current school news by following the official
Instagram account of FHS @fhssloanesquare. Launched on 11th May
2018, FHS currently has over 300 followers, 54 posts and nineteen
highlight reels according to updated figures in January 2019.
Popular hashtags include:
#FHSCharity, #FHSSport, #FHSDebating and #FHSCreativity.

D�������: W�������� 24�� A���� 2019

The fund helps former students to broaden their
education by travelling abroad. See page 6 for full
details on how to apply.

alumni
Networking
Events
Look out for further announcements
regarding alumni networking events.

Careers
We are grateful to all the alumni who support our
careers programmes, some of whom are featured
on this page. If you would like to join in too,
please get in touch. You could support our:
•
•
•
•

careers fairs
interview practice
mentoring
work experience
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•
•
•
•

subject workshops
assemblies
open evenings
anything else!

Please visit the network to read more: alumni.fhs-sw1.org.uk

Obituaries
VERRALL DUNLOP (née Geidt)
1925-2018

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of one of the most energetic of Francis Holland Old Girls,
who died on 8th March, 2018. Verrall contributed so much in her long life not only to the Old Girls’ Society,
but also to the continuing success of the School itself, when, during the 1970s, she started a fund-raising
campaign for the first much needed new building, resulting in the founding of the Friends of Francis Holland.
I worked alongside her during this time, having fairly recently become a new Old Girl, and her enthusiasm,
positive outlook and hard work will always live on in my memory. Her life was an example of open-mindedness,
optimism and achievement which characterised so much of what Francis Holland taught us and her energy and
commitment earned her the title of Honorary President of the Old Girls’ for Life.
As a young woman she began her working career in post-war London, moving into the fashion world through a
job promoting British woollen fabrics at the International Wool secretariat; she also worked for the Vogue trade
magazine. She often spoke of those years as a thrilling time for a single working woman.
Verrall met and married her future husband, Peter Dunlop, founder of the theatrical agency Fraser & Dunlop in
1949 and, on the birth of their two daughters, Louisa and Hatty, both Old Girls’ and contemporaries of my sister
and I, Verrall enthusiastically juggled motherhood and support for her husband’s extremely demanding business.
Typically, Verrall was not content just to cook, she took Cordon Bleu cookery lessons so that her young daughters
would benefit from her wonderful dishes.
Verrall’s creativity was irrepressible; she would turn her hand to anything and on leaving London during the
1980’s to live in the cosy house at Bucklebury Slade in Berkshire, which she and Peter had developed from three
cottages, she embarked on a career as a jeweller, becoming fascinated with beads and semi-precious stones and
working with silver and gold. Her business became very successful. Then with the dawning of the computer age,
Verrall became an early adoptor and adapter of technology, which enabled her to keep in touch with her wide
circle of friends.
Clare Ford-Wille
(with grateful thanks to Deke Dusinberrre, Verrall’s son-in-law,
for the information from his eulogy at Verrall’s funeral)
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Old Girls’ Committee
•

President
Lucy Elphinstone - Headmistress

Honorary Members
Jennifer Anderson

Sarah Mahaﬀy

Stephanie Pattenden

Committee Members
Susannah Barran
susibarran@yahoo.com

Susannah Graham-Campbell
susannahgc@gmail.com

Jane Orr - Treasurer
jane.orr@ntlworld.com

Lucinda Blake
blakelucinda@gmail.com

Jennifer Lord
jenny@lordco.co.uk

Zina Serageldin - Secretary
zina.serageldin@hotmail.co.uk

Jessica Chichester
jessica.chichester1@gmail.com

Anne Margetson
annemargetson@hotmail.com

Camilla Speck
camillaspeckuk@gmail.com

Claire Brazer- Alumni Relations Oﬃcer
alumni@�s-sw1.org.uk

Vanessa McKinley Director of External Relations
vanessa.mckinley@�st.org.uk

Janet Townend
jetownend@gmail.com

Alex Crawford
alexecrawford@gmail.com
Anne Cyron - Co-Chairman
anne.cyron@live.com

Audrey Mitchell - Co-Chairman
auds.mitchell@gmail.com
Aimee O’Keeﬀe
aimee.okeeffe@gmail.com

Keep in Touch
Network

register for more news: alumni.�s-sw1.org.uk

Facebook @FHSSloaneSquareAlumni
LinkedIn

Francis Holland Sloane Square Old Girls’ Society

Email

alumni@�s-sw1.org.uk

Twitter

@FHSSloaneSquare

Website

www.�s-sw1.org.uk/support-us/old-girls

Post

Alumni Relations Officer, Francis Holland School,
39 Graham Terrace, London SW1W 8JF

Instagram @�ssloanesquare
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Sophie Tredinnick
sophietredinnick@hotmail.com
Gail Wellings
gswelli@aol.com

New FHS
Magazine
The new FHS Magazine is a wonderful
compilation and celebration of the girls’
achievements and School events in 2017-18
with 113 pages of photos and articles.
There is an entire section dedicated to alumni
so if you would like your own copy, please take
advantage of the Old Girls’ special offer price
of £10 by sending a cheque to Claire Brazer
at the address adjacent. Please enclose your
current address and make cheques payable to
“Francis Holland Schools Trust”.

